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AN 


EXAMINATION, 
Sc. Sc. 


CHAP. I. 
nh 
Introduction. 


ba a ſeaſon of ſcarcity, as the preſſure is 
univerſally felt, ſo are the minds of men naturally 
turned to the cauſes from whence that ſcarcity has 
ariſen. The labourer returning from the Village 
Shop with the diminutive loaf to ſatisfy the craving 
appetites of a numerous family, wonders how the 
quantity he uſed to purchaſe for the ſame money 
ſhould have thus rapidly decreaſed ; and, unſkilled 
in calculation, he ſuſpetts there muſt be ſome other 
cauſe than a ſcanty harveſt, and that the avarice of 
man has joined to increaſe the ſufferings inflicted 
by providence, If he applies for information, he 
can only be told that the price of Bread is fixed 
by the Magiſtrates according to a certain Table 
eſtabliſhed by Law: but by what rules that Table 
was conſtrutted, what proportion of profit is allowed 
to the Baker, and whether that proportion be no 
more than the due reward of his labour; or 
Whether the public diſtreſs brings with it an increaſe 
B 
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of gain to him, and he enriches himſelf moſt in 
ſeaſons of general calamity, are queſtions which ſew 
are prepared to reſolve. Suſpicion ever accom- 
panies 1gnorance: and while men do not know 
what the Baker is allowed, they will ever be prone 
to ſuppole the allowance extravagant. 


My intention is to enquire into the Principles on 
which the Tables of Aſſize in the Statutes of 
31 Geo. 2. c. 29. and 1g Geo. g. c. 62 have been 
formed: to inveſtigate how far they uniformly 
adhere or deviate from theſe principles: to point 
out how the irregularities, for ſuch will be found to 
exiſt, affect the prices or weight of bread: and 
to point out the means of remedying theſe irre- 
gularities, and correcting the Tables ſo as to make 
them ſtrictly conformable to their principles. 


And becauſe objeftions have been brought 
againſt the very principles on which the preſent 
Tables are conſtrued, I ſhall conſider how a New 
and General Table may be formed, not liable to 
the fame objeQtions, 
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CHAP, II. 


— 


Of the Principles on which the Tables of 
Aſſize are conſtructed. 


Tur Standard which regulates the Sale of Bread 
is the Buſhel of Wheat, which as it riſes or falls in 
value, proportionally increaſes or diminiſhes the 
price or weight of the Loaf, The Baker, for his 
labour, expenſe, and profit, has an allowance on 
the Buſhel of Corn, the fixing of which allowance is 
left to the diſcretion of the Magiſtrates, and it 1s 
now generally 15. 64. per buſhel, The amount 
of theſe two articles, that is of the price of the 
Buſhel of Wheat, and the allowance to the Baker 
for baking it, forms the firſt column in the tables 


of Aſſize. 


Loaves are baked of two deſcriptions, diſtin- 
guiſhed in the Statutes by the names of Aſſized 
Bread and Prized Bread. The Aſſized Loaves 
always ſell at the ſame price, ſuch as Penny 
Loaves, Two- penny Loaves, &c. but vary in 
weight with the varying price of the Buſhel of 


Wheat: the Prized Loaves, better kno « n by their 


B 2 


4 


uſual appellations of Peck Loaves, Ilalf Peck 
Loaves, and Quarter Peck Loaveos, arc always 
reſpettively of che ſame determinate weinl:t, aucb are 
regulated in price by the price of whuet, The 
remaining columns of the Aſſize Tables contain, 
firſt, the weight of the Aſſize Loaves, and neut the 
prices of the Prized Loaves. 


Now, before the weight of the one, or the prices of 
the other, can be calculated from the price of the 
Buſhel of Wheat, it is neceſſary to aſcertain what 
proportion the price of the Buſhel of Wheat bears 
to the Price of the Sack of Flour, and what pro- 
portion the weight of the Sack of Flour bears to 
the weight of the Bread made from it. Let us 
firſt ſeek information from the Statute, 


« Magiſtrates and Juſtices, within their ſeveral 
& juriſdictions, being to ſet the Aſſize and fix the 
« Price of the ſevera] Loaves of Bread, having 
« reſpett to the Price which the Grain, Meal or 
* Flour of which the ſame are made ſhall bear in 
& the Market, but no proviſion being made how 
& they ſhall know what price the reſpettive forts of 
te Meal and Flour ſhould be eſteemed to bear, in 
« proportion to the price of Wheat, they are there- 
« fore to take notice, That the Peck Loaf of each 
« ſort of Bread is to weigh, when well baken, 
6& 1716, 602. Avoirdupoiſe, and the reſt in propor- 
& tion; and that every Sack of Meal or Flour is 
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& to weigh 2 cw. 2 9rs. nett, and that from every 
& S:ck of Meal or Flour there ought to be pro- 
&< daced 20 ſuch Peck Lonves of Bread; and by 
& obſerving the faid rule, Magiſtrates and juſtices 
© may at all times know if the Baker hath more or 
& Jeſs than the allowance they intend to give him.“ 
It has been alledged by a reſpeQable writer on 
this ſubject, that though we have here given us the 
proportion between the weights of the Sack of Flour 
and of the 20 Peck Loaves of Bread baked from 
it, we are {till left entirely in the dark as to the 
proportional prices of the Buſhel of Wheat and 
Sack of Flour: he conſiders this point as inten- 
tionally left in obſcutity, and ſays, “ it ſeems to 
& have been a ſecret to valuable to be entruſted to 
& the public or even to the legiſlature.” I apprehend 
this ſeeming omiſſion in the Statute to have 21iſen, 
not from the artiſice of the Bakers, but from this 
proportion being tien generally known, though it be 
now ſunk in oblivion, and the proportion that then 
exilted very materially changed by the many changes 
and improvements which have taken place in the 
manufacturing of Flour, But if I am herein miſ- 
taken, and the Bakers both drew up the Table of 
Aſſize, and alſo ſtudiouſly endeavoured to conceal 
from the knowledge of the public on what pro- 
portion between the reſpe live prices of Flour and 
Wheat it was calculated, they appeat to me to have 
been very bungling countivers, The Icarned 
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writer, whom I have before quoted, has thought 


it neceſſary to inform his readers in a note, that 


& four-ſevenths of 36 is four times 36 divided by 
& ſeven.” Nov, if he imagines the Bench of Magiſ- 
trates or Juſtices to be uſually formed of men to 
whom explanations of this ſort are neceſſary, I readily 
allow the problem to be beyond their ſolution, and 
I will further allow that it would be natural for 


ſuch men to miſtake the Peck of Flour for the 
Peck of Wheat, and to be ſurpriſed to find that 


Four Peck Loaves of Wheaten Bread cannot be 
made from the Buſhel of Wheat. But if there be 
ſuch a Bench exiſting, either in borough or county, 
it is to be hoped, that inſtcad of bewildering their 
underſtandings with a matter too hard for them, 
they would call to their aſſiſtance ſome better head 
than their own; and if they propoſed the queſtion 
to the ſchoolmalter or exciſeman of the town, 
either would tell them, „ Seek in the Table the 
& price of the Peck Loaf, compute what 20 ſuch 
« Loaves ſell for at that price, which is what the 
& Sack of Flour produces to the Baker when 
& baked and fold in Loaves of that ſize: divide 
6 the amount of the go Loaves by the Sum in the 
& firſt column of the Table correſpondent to the 
& price of the Peck Loaf, and the quotient will 
& give you the proportion which the Price of the 
„ Sack of Flour in the judgement of the cal- 
& culators of the Table bears to the price of the 


„ Buſhel of Wheat,” I have entered into this 
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detail to reſcue a uſeful body of men from the 
ſuſpicions incautiouſly raiſed againſt them by this 
worthy and intelligent author, who unfortunately 
ſetting out on a miſtaken ſuppoſition that the de- 
nomination of Peck when applied to the Loaf had 
a reference to the Meaſure of Corn and not of 
Flour, has employed four pages to ſhew that Four 
Peck Loaves of Wheaten Bread cannot be made 
from the Buſhel of Wheat, but that the table allows 
a Buſhel and an half; this he ſuppoſes the Magiſtrate 
not aware of, and concludes that the Baker receives 
half as much again as it was intended to allow him. 
Now this is to ſuppoſe, that for nearly half a cen- 
tury the Magiſtrates have been blind fools, and the 
Bakers deſigning knaves, who have impoſed upon 
them with impunity. But ſurely it is more rea- 
ſonable, and will better agree with the opinion the 
public would wiſh to entertain of the ability of the 
Magiſtrates, and the integrity of the trade, to 
ſuppoſe that the Legiſlature, when it directed the 
Magiſtrates to give the Baker an allowance on the 
Buſhel of Wheat for baking, meant he ſhould 
receive that allowance for every Buſhel of Wheat 
uſed; and that whatever number of buſhels and 
parts of a buſhel are equivalent in value to the 
Sack of Flour, the ſame number of allowances and 
parts of an allowance are to be given to the baker 
for baking it. For inſtance, if in Wheaten Bread 
the proportion between the reſpective prices of the 
Sack of Flour and the Buſhel of Wheat is, as will 
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be preſently ſhewn, that of 7 to 1, then it was 
the intention of the legiſlature that the allowance 


| for baking the Sack ſhould be 7+ times that granted 
on the Buſhel of Wheat, and therefore, when the 


latter is 15. 6d. the former will be 118. gd. But of the 
allowance to the baker I ſhall treat more largely in 
another place; I now return to the inveſtigation of 
the relative values of the ſeveral kinds of Flour 
compared with the buſhel of wheat, as aſſumed for 
the foundation of theſe Tables. 


To begin with Wheaten Bread: when the Buſhel 
of Wheat is at 45s. and the baker's allowance is 
15. 6d. the correſpondent price of the Peck Loaf 
is 2s. 1d. Twenty Peck Loaves, therefore, ſell for 
$15. 8d. this ſum divided by 5s. 6d. gives 74 or 
ſomewhat exceeding 4d. If the trial be repeated 
when Wheat is at different prices, the reſult will 
ſtil] be 7 and a fraction, varying in value, but always 
ſomewhat greater than an half, Now if the very 
next line of the table be iuſpedted, when 
Wheat is advanced to 45. gd. the buſhel, making, 


with the allowance to the baker, 5s. gd. we ſhall 


find the correſpondent price of the Peck Loaf ta 
be 25. 254. and that of the Quartern Loaf only 64d. 
where the Peck Loaf exceeds in price four 
Quarter Peck Loaves by 2d. many ſimilar irre- 
gularities will appear on the moſt curſory view of 
the Table; it may, therefore, without riſk- of error, 
be inferred, that the varying exceſs of the pro- 
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portion found above that of 73 to 1, is entirely 
owing to the irregularities of the table, and that 75 
to 1 is the proportion on which it was calculated. 


In the ſame table with the weights and prices of 
W heaten Bread, are given thoſe of Houſhold Bread, 
and „ the Wheaten Loaves,” faith the Statute, 
« are three-fourths of the weight of the Houſhold 
« Loaves, and the prices of the Houſhold Loaves 
& are always three-fourths of the prices of the 
« Wheaten Loaves.”” The reſpeQive values of 
the different kinds of Flour of which Wheaten and 
Houſhold Bread are made being thus fixt in the 
proportion of 4 to g, the proportion of the reſpettive 
prices of the Sack of Houſhold Flour and of the 
Buſhel of Wheat will be as 5+ to 1. For as 
4: 3:: 74: 55. If, to verify this reſult, we apply the 
preceding rule, we ſhall find that when the buſhel 
and baker's allowance is 6s. the price of the Peck 
Loaf is 15. 84d. and conſequently 20 Peck Loaves 
ſell for 348. 2d. divide by 6, and the quotient will 
be 54+ exceeding 35 by r or , and wherever the 
trial is made, a fimilar exceſs, ſometimes greater 
and ſometimes leſs, but always inconſiderable, will 
be found, and may be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe as 
the like exceſs in the former part of the table. 


Beſides Wheaten and Houſhold Bread, the ſtatute 
of 31 Geo. 2. alſo mentions White Bread; but 
it is conſidered as a luxury, the uſe of which is 
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made to depend on the permiſſion of the Magiſtrates, 
and it is ſuppoſed to be made only in loaves of a 
ſmall ſize, for the breakfaſt or tea-tables of the 
opulent, and all the direction given concerning it 
is, that « if the Magiſtrates or Juſtices ſhall think 
« fit to allow of any White Loaves of the price of 
„ 14. or 2d. they are to weigh at all times three- 
&« fourths of the weight of the Wheaten Loaves of 
ec the ſame price.” The price of articles of luxury 
is not the object of this enquiry; and if the baker 
has, as would probably be found on examination, 
very conſiderable profit, as well on this White 
Bread as on ſundry ſmall articles not ſubjett to the 
Aſſize, which are baked and {old by many of the 
trade, it ſeems good policy by granting him larger 
gain on ſuperfluities to compenſate the very mo- 
derate profit to which he muſt neceſſarily be con- 
fined on articles of general conſumption, 


Beſides the table regulating the weights and priccs 
of loaves of wheaten and houſhold bread, the ſtatute 
of 31 Geo. 2. contains a ſecond table of the aſſize and 
prices of Bread made of Rye, Barley, Oats, Beans, 
or Maſlin, which table “ is framed for Bread to be 
* made of the whole produce of the ſaid ſeveral 
© grains, except the bran or hull thereof only.” 
On examination of this table I find the reſpective 
proportions of the price of the Sack of Meal or 
Flour to that of the buſhel of the grain ſrom 
whence it is made, to be as follows, Rye 7+ to 1, 
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Barley 64 to 1, Oats 14+ to 1, Beans 3 to 1, 
Maſlin 64to 1. 


The Statute further enafts, that no Bread of 
inferior quality to Wheaten Bread ſhall be ſold at 
a higher price than Houſhold Bread, and the ex- 
planatory act of 3 Geo. 3. c. 2. expreſsly prohibits 
Juſtices from allowing the making for ſale or ſelling 
« any ſorts of aſſize bread made of the flour or 
« meal of wheat, other than and beſides Wheaten 
c and Houſhold Bread, and loaves of white bread 
& of ad. or under.” But by a ſubſequent act 
13 Geo. 3. c. 62. the uſe of bread of an inter- 
mediate quality called Standard Wheaten Bread is 
permitted, and a table eſtabliſhed regulating the 
weight and price of loaves of this denomination: 
in which the proportion of the reſpettive prices of 
the ſack of flour and buſhel of wheat is that of 


64 to 1. 


And by an a paſſed in the gõth year of the King, 
a bread inferior to houſhold is permitted, made 
from the whole produce of the wheat; 500. of coarſe 
bran, to be taken from each buſhel, excepted : but 
for fixing the aſſize and price of ſuch bread, re- 
ference is made to former ſtatutes, 
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CHAP. III. 


The Price Tables examined and corrected. 


1 determined the principles on which 
the tables are formed, the next object of en- 
quiry is how far they regularly adhere to theſe 
principles; and whether the baker, a the prices 
therein ſet, and the weights therein eſtabliſhed, 
receives no more than the allowance for baking 
granted by the Magiſtrates on the buſhel of wheat 
or other grain of which the bread is made. If the 
tables ſhould be found to be calculated with ſuch 
laxity as to give the baker an increaſe of profit 
beyond that allowance, then they ought to be re- 
formed; for the Magiſtrates can never adequately 
judge what allowance to fix, if the baker has another 


and latent ſource of gain, the extent of which cannot 


be aſcertained but by a tedious calculation. I ſhall 
begin the enquiry with the Price Tables, the firſt of 
which is to be found in Stat. 31 Geo. 2. c. 29. for 
although Peck, - Half Peck, and Quarter Peck 
Loaves had long before been in uſe, yet till then 
there had been no law which regulated the prices at 
which they ſhould be ſold. This deficiency ſeems to 
have been heretofore ſupplied by the general powers 
veſted in the Magiſtrates « to regulate the baking 
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& of bread and all things concerning the ſame," 
and Stat. 3 Geo. 2. c. 29. confirmed the exerciſe 
of theſe powers by enacting a penalty againſt ſelling 
at a higher price than ſhould be fixed by the aſlize, 
though prized loaves are not mentioned in the 
table of aſſize eſtabliſhed by Stat. 8 Ann, c. 18, then 
in force. 


I am unacquainted what rules theſe ſubordinate 
authorities followed in regulating the prices: I 
return, therefore, to the examining of thoſe fixed 
by the ſtatutes now in force: and this examination 
will be carried on in a ſeries of tables, each of 
which will be divided into fix columns. 


Column 1 is the ſame as the firſt column in the 
Aſſize Table of the ſtatute, and contains the price of 


the buſhel of wheat, or other grain, and the 


allowance for baking the ſame. 


Column a is the price of the ſack of flour or meal, 
and allowance for baking, calculated from the firſt 
columns in the reſpective proportions mentioned in 
the preceding chapter. 


Column g contains the price of the Quarter Peck 
Loaf, or Peck Loaf, where the inferior ſize is not 
ancluded in the table in the ſtatute. 


Column 4 ſhews the amount of 80 Quarter Peck 
Loaves, or 20 Peck Loaves, which is what the 


4 
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baker receives for a whole ſack of flour, when 
baked and ſold in loaves of thoſe ſizes. 


Column 5 is the difference between the fourth 
and the ſecond columns, which, when the former 
exceeds, as is nearly the univerſal caſe, the exceſs 
is ſo much increaſe of profit to the baker beyond 
his fixed allowance: in the few inſtances where the 
produce is leſs than the price of the ſack of flour 


and baking, the deficiency is diſtinguiſhed by an 
aſteriſk. 


Column 6 ſhews the correfted price, by which 
the table may be rendered ſtrilly conſonant to the 
principles on which it was calculated: where no 
alteration is requiſite, the column is left blank, 
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Table 1. -H eaten Bread. 
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This and the following tables begin when the price 
of the buſhel of wheat and baking is 4s. gd. that 
is, the baker's allowance being 15. 6d. when the 
quarter of wheat is at 26s. below which price it 1s 
not probable it ſhould ever fall, and therefore the 
upper part of the tables in the ſtatutes may be con- 
fidered as become obſolete and no longer of any 
uſe. The examination is alſo confined to the price 
of the Quarter Peck, or where the tables include no 
other, of the Peck Loaf, for two reaſons, becauſe 
the ſale is chiefly of Quarter Peck Loaves, 
Half Peck and Peck Loaves being rarely, if 
ever, baked: and becauſe, if the tables in the 
ſtatutes ſhould undergo a reviſion, the Legis- 
lature would probably render them conformable 
to the directions in ſtatute 3 Geo. g. c. 2. whereby 
it is enacted, that in places where no aſſize of bread 
is ſet, «every peck, half peck, quarter of peck, 
« and half quarter of peck loaf of wheaten bread 
„ ſhall be ſold in proportion to each other as to 
« price, and the like as to houſhold bread.” Now 
this proportion cannot be obſerved but by either 
firſt computing the price of the quarter peck loaf, 
and then making the price of the half peck loaf 
double, and that of the peck loaf quadruple of it: 
„5 and as to half quarter peck loaves, “ the prices of 
. « ſuch, if ſold ſingly, may be half a farthing higher 
| than is allowed by the table, when it ſhall happen 
« that the farthing is ſplit.” (29 Geo. 2. c. 29). 
or by Beginning with the peck loaf excluding all 
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fedlions of a penny from its price, and deter- 
ming the prices of the half and quarter peck 
loaves by diviſion. 


This proportion has been greatly neglected in the 
tables now in ſorce: and it does not ſeem to have 
been broken through always in favor of the pur- 
chaſer, that he might buy the larger loaf ſomewhat 
cheaper than thoſe of a leſſer ſize, but he is in ſome 
inllances obliged to pay at a higher rate for the 
former than for the latter. 


From the fiſth column of the preceding table it 
appears, that the increaſe of profit to the baker 
beyond his ſtated allowance on a ſack of flour 
baked and ſold in quarter peck loaves, is on an 
average 15. 372. but if the calculation be made 
on the twelve laſt prices of the table only, it amounts 
on them to 2s. od. And thus is the price un- 
neceſſarily endanced when bread is the deareſt, and 
conſequently the ability of the lower ranks of 
ſocieiy to anſwer the demand the leaſt. On loaves 
of a larger ſize this inequality is not quite ſo great: 
but the average increaſe of profit through the 
waole table is, on the half peck loaves, 15. 14d. 
on Ute peck loaves 15. 14d. in the ſack. 


Having diſcovered the evil, the remedy is next 
to be ſought: if we attend to the two firſt columns 


ol the preceding table, we ſhall ſind tliat when the 


D 
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buſhel of wheat advances gd. the price of the ſack 
of flour increaſes 45. 109. an addition of one 
farthing to the price ol the quarter peck Joaf is only 
15. 3d. on the ſack; and therefore the ſecond and 
fourth column cannot be made exactly to tally, but 
when tlie ſum in the ſecond column is ſome multiple 
of 204. and this can happen only one time in eight. 
For it is evident, that while the price of the buſhel 
increaſes 2s. by cight equal advances, and that of 
the ſack of flour 155. by cight like advances, the 
price of the quarter peck loaf muſt advance nine 
farthings, wiaich can only be done by ſeven ad- 
vances of one farthing each, and one double 
advance of an halſpenny. If this double advance 
be made the firſt in the eight, the increaſe of profit 
to the baker will, through the eight be a ſeries of 
arithmetical progreſſion, beginning with 17d. and 
ending with o, the ſum of which being 7od. tis 
average increaſe of profit would be 82d. whic! is 
little more than half what he has from the preſent 
afſize. But if the double advance was made the 
laſt of the eight, the ſeries would then be inverted, 
and would be wholly in diminution of his ſtated 
allowance, which would be leſſened on an average 
8:4. in the ſack, The firſt method would (though in 
a leſs degree than the preſent aſſize) be injurions to 
the public, the ſecond to the baker, But if the 
double advance be the jourth in order, then, on 
the firſt three, the baker's allowance will be di- 
mini;hed by the ſeveral fums of 25d, 3d. and 734. 
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and increaſed in the next four by 10d. 72d. 54. 
and 23d. and at the eighth advance the ſum. ariſing 
from the ſale of 80 quarter peck loaves will again 
be exadtly equal to the price of the ſack of flour 
and the allowance for baking. And on the whole 
the baker will, on the average, have no more than 
14d. per ſack beyond that allowance, 


This method of making the fourth advance in 
the eight a double one, has been followed in cal- 
culating the corrected prices. And to avoid repe- 
tition, let it be obſerved, that both in the preceding 
and following tables regarding priced loaves, the 
prices have been corrected by one general rule. 
Inſtead of the amount of the price of the ſack of flour 
and allowance for baking, take the multiple of 20d. 
neareſt to it in value, and from thence calculate the price 
of the quarter peck loaf ; but where the ſum differs equally 


from two mull:ples, exceeding the leſſer, and falling ſhort 


of the greater by 10d, there make your calculation 


from the greater. This rule will always give the 


general average in favor of dhe baker, though in 
the leaſt degree poſſible. 
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Table 3 Bread. 
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From this table it erytata, that the prices of the 
hanſhold loaves, as fold by the utes are higher 
than they ought to be inn 0.0 14/02 proportion 
with thole of the wheaten: ber as the average in- 
ercaſe of profit to the baker on a fack of wheaten 
flour baked and fold in quarter peck loaves is, as 
has bean ſhewn, 15. 34d. fo it appears, from the 
preceding calculation to be 114d. on the fame 
onentity of houſhold loaves, 


Stat. 8 Ann, c. 18. direQs, that the weight of the 
vicuten log ſold always be three-fourths of the 
eight of the houſhold loaf of the fame price: 
V. ich direction has been conied into Stat, 31 Geo. 2. 
c. 2% and from the divikbiiity of the pound 
voirdupeiſe, may be ob e wich the greatelt 
8<curecy: but the latter iatute having eNtablithed, 


F* 


lor che 13k time, a price tible, a:lds, that “ the 
y 


6 Price s of the houlhold log ves ale a 978 three- 
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Nov this 15 not i%hhe ca e m ie free. (de 
Lu utc Warfch has not een gare 4 02 


portion as ncazly as miphit have bern dene: nor 
can the proportion he precily ob. ved in any 
table whatever. For, ſurpoſing the prices of the 
peck loaf wheaten to be freed hom 6a a Aon cf 
a penny, which now cecur in about a third of 
them; and that by this correstlon tho pe ces of the 
peck loaf houold could be accuret ly male 
tiice-fourths of ile ſormer: yet, as the :22.;ſk 
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abound with fractions, ſo, when they come to bo 
divided and ſubdivided for the prices of the half 
peck and quarter peck loaves, the proportion muſt 
frequently be departed from. Inſtead, therefore, 
of computing the prices of the houſhold loaves 
from the wheaten, it ſeems more expedient to take 
the reſpeQve values of the ſacks of flour in the given 
proportions of 3 to 4, and to calculate the prices of 
the loaves by the rule before laid down. This has 
been done in the preceding table, but as the ad- 
vance on the ſack of flour corr:{pondent to that of 
3d. on the buſhel of wheat, is in houſhold bread 
15. 47d. to avoid an unuſual notation I have, in 
the table, made that advance alicrnately 15s. 5d. 


and 18. 45d. 


Table 9.—-Rye Bread. 
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In this and the following tables relating to bread made 
from other grain than wheat, IJ have been obliged 
to uſe in my calculation the price of the peck loaf, 
it being the oaly one inſerted in the price table of the 
ſtatute. The fractions of a penny, which fo frequently 
occur in theſe prices, render it very unfit for uſe, and 
gives an undue latitude to the baker in fixing the 
prices of the ſmaller loaves. And the advances 
in the price of the peck loaf being made in lo 
deſultory a manner, varying from 34. to 14d. may 
render it doubtful whether the proportion I have 
aſſumed of the reſpettive prices of the ſack of 
flour and buſhel of rye be the fame as the framers 
of the table had in vicw: if I have erred, and 
ſhould have taken it at 74 to 1, inſtead of 74 to 1, 
the increafe of profit to the baker at the prices 
towards the concluſion of the table would be nearly 
doubled. The examination begins as early as the 
table is likely io be in uſe, when the price of the 
quarter of rye is only 145. the table itſelf ends 
much too ſoon, and ſhould be extended. It is to 
be obſerved, that the prices in this table in the 
ſtatute book vary from thoſe in Buxx in no leſs 
than fix inſtances; I have followed the former, 
| becauſe there is a reſponſibility in the law printers 
of the crown, which does not attach to the editor 
of a private work. The copy of the ſtatutes I ule 
is the quarto edition of 1786. 
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The prices of the bariey loaf are in part liable 
to he lame oHection as thoſe of rye bread, The 
ſraciions render i it unit for uſe. The increaſe of 
profit to the baker vn ihe lack of flour baked and 
ſo!d at the prices here examined, is, on an average, 

1. At the corrected prices his ſtated allow. 


ance will be diminiined 534. in the ſack. This is 


the ſingle inſtance in . rich the application of the 
general rule abridges bis Hxt probt; and this is 
occatoned by the advance on tae ſack of flour 
Cxoouing 20d. oniy one farthing, fo that the 
þatct.ce wil be 99 times againſt him, and then 


"Sa # 5 * . 9 ; 2 * . % 
42 es eue 5 in 1115 dvr. 


r 


25 
Table 3. —Oat Bread. 
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The prices of the oat loaves are about double” 


thoſe of the rye loaves; and the reſpeQive weights 
of the aſſized loaves of theſe two ſorts of bread 
approach ſtill nearer this proportion. The prices 
of both are calculated in the ſame negligent man- 
ner, and the advances in price are alike unequal 
in both: ſo that the ſame doubt, on what propor- 
tion between the values of the ſack of flour and 
buſhel of grain the computation was made, ariſes 
in both caſes. In ſupport of the proportion 
aſſumed in this examination, it may be obſerved, 
E 
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that though in the price tables the balance is ſome- 
times agaiuſt the baker, yet the average of the 
whole 1s in his favor; and that in the tables of 
aſſized bread, the weights, both of the rye and oat 
loaves, are univerſally lower than what they would 
be if accurately calculated, 

Where the aſſize of oat bread is ſet, it ſhould 
be obſerved, that as more than double the meaſure 
of oats is neceſſary to make a ſack of oat meal, 
than of wheat to produce a ſack of ſuch flour as 
the Standard Wheaten bread is made of, ſo the 
allowance to the baker on the buſhel of oats ſhould 
not exceed one half what he has on the buſhel of 
wheat, For as his expenſes in making a ſack of 
either into bread are, I apprehend, nearly the ſame, 
ſo ſhould the allowance on both be alike. 


Table 6,— Bean Bread 
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As the allowance on the buſhel of wheat would 
be too great to be granted on the buſhel of oats, 
ſo would it be too ſmall on the buſhel of beans to 
indemnify the baker's expenſes, and yield him a 
reaſonable profit on bread made from this lauer 


grain. 
Maſlin Bread. 


The proportion between the prices of the ſack 
of maſlin flour and of the buſhel of maſlin being 
that of 64 to 1, while the latter advances gd. the 
former is increaſed 204d. An advance of id. in 
the price of the peck loaf produces the ſame ſum, 
ſo that the 20 peck loaves always ſell for exactly 


the amount of the price of the ſack of flour and 


baker's allowance; and the table no where wants 
correction. 


Standard Wheaten Bread. 


The price table for loaves of this bread in Stat, 
13 Geo. 3. c. 62. is calculated on the fame pro- 
portion as that for maſlin bread in Stat. 30 Geo. 2. 
c. 29. and is equally accurate. 
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CHAP. IV. 


— Co 


The Weights of Afiized Loaves examined 
and corredcted. 


| ki gone through the price tables in the 
; A ſtatutes, and pointed out their inaccuracies, 
I ſhall proceed to examine, in like manner, the 
tables regulating the weights of the different ſorts 
of aſſized loaves, and ſhall confine my enquiry to 
the weight of the twelve-penny loaf, as the reſt may 
be determined from it. In the table Dr. Burn 
has given us from Stat. g1 Geo. 2. there are the 
prices of the penny loaf only: and he ſays, © as the 
%“ weight of the penny loaf is here only ſpecified, 
te the weight of larger loaves may be eaſily aſcer- 
« tained by addition.” An incautious reader may 
be hence lead to ſuppoſe theſe words to have been 
copied from the ſtatute (for the paragraph ſtands 
between two others that are ſo copied), and might 
conclude that the act contains the weight of no 
Joaves of higher prices, whereas it has no leſs than 
five different columns for the ſeveral prices of 
184. 12d. 6d. 2d. and 1d. loaves. Buxn's Juſtice 
1s more convenient for general uſe than the Statute 
Book; but the weights of the larger loaves, when 
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aſcertained as he directs, will moſt frequently fall 
ſhort, by a few drachms, of thoſe in the table; to 
which the clerks to the magiſtrates, in drawing out 
the aſſize, ſhould always have recourſe, both that 
the act may be ſtrictly complied with, and that they 
may avoid the errors to which they may be liable 
in computations haſtily made. 


The following tables of examination are thus 
conſtructed ;— 


The two firſt columns are the ſame as in the 
preceding tables, 


The third column is the weight of the twelve. 
penny loaf, from the aſſize table of the ſtatutes. 


The fourth column contains the ſum received by 
the baker for a ſack of flour baked and ſold in 


allized loaves. 


The fifth column Mates the increaſe of profit, 
beyond his fixed allowance, which he has from it. 


The fixth column is the weight of the twelve. 
penny loaf corrected, 


And the ſeventh the increaſe of weight to the 
purchaſer from ſuch correction. 
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From the preceding table it appears, that the 
baker receives, from a ſack of flour baked and 
ſold in aſſized loaves of Wheaten Bread, on an 
average, the ſum of 15s. 13d. beyond his ſt:ted 
allowance: and that the correction of the tables 
would, on an average, increaſe the weight of the 
twelve-penny loaf 10z. 5dr. 


Table 2.—-Houfhold Bread. 
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Table 2.—Houſhold Bread. 


(Continued). 
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Table g.—Rye Bread. 


21 2 | 5.2 3. „ 2; 5 
22 SS r [542 | 35 | ES [$28 
SS SES SES [9.3K | Sa 8 28 8 
s BE f | Gf [888 
s. d.\s. d.|lb, 0z. dr. s. d. . d. lb. or. dr.|oz. dr 
3 3123 10114 7 24 oflo 24114 4] 2 4 
3 6025 8013 6 225 114ſo 331g 91 2 7 
3 9027 602 7 427 1040 442 10 2 2 14 
4 029 4|11 11 8029 74/0 31/11 19 8] 2 © 
4 3031 2111 1 031 42/0 23j11 2 6/1 6 
4 b[33 o[10 6 14/33 34/0 3/0 79 
4 9034 109 13 14/35 4% 6915 gf 2 5 
5 936 8] g 6 ojz7 og 4419 7 19] 1 10 
s 49138 6|8 14.1438 1040 44 o 6| 1 8[ 
5 6/40 418 8 2j40 10 jo 6 9 13] 1.11 
5 9042 218 2 242 Bio 62418 3 13] 1 11 
6 0044 ©| 7 12 15144 6]o 67 14 5ʃ 1 6 
Cy 107-* 00 a T1L7 $04 
6 7. 47:5 266 14ſo 54] 7 4 100 1 2 
6 9049 6] 6 15 6149 11 ſo 5 7 o 5 o 15 
7 0161 41 6 11 1\51 11 lo 7 12 4| 1 1g 


The average increaſe of profit to the baker 
on rye bread ſold in aſſized loaves is 434. per 
ſack; and the average increaſe of the weight of 
the twelve-penny loaf, if the table was corrected, 
vould be 10z. 11dr. 
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Table 4. — Barley Bread. 
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18 S, d. 5. d. ib. oz dr. s. d. |s. d. lb. oz. dr. ſoz: dr 
by - 2 9 18 6418 6 192] 18 1040 34/18 11 8| 4 12 
7. 3 ©| 20 3 [1614 of 20 7% 37 2 949 
Fi 3 a 213115 19 of 22 3% 43115 13 714 7 
44 3 623 72114 142 1% 54114 11 5 4 5 
11 3 9 25 3213 o 25 850 5 [1g 11 10| 3 10 
15 147 01:12 io e f 4 2 6 
4 31 2 111 14 14] 29 140 54ʃ12 1 13] 2 15 
bt 4 6| 30 44% 4 of go 1 o 6 1 7 o|[ 3 © 
1 4 9| 32 040 11 6 32 54 41(6 3 6|2 © 
1 15 ol 33 9 io 2 of 34 32/0 62/10 4 11] 2 11 
49 5 3 35 5, 9 10 14] 35 "$116 £21 9 12 14] 2 © 
jt 5 637 2219 3 37 80 7 5 12 2 6 
1 3 2 31 9 039 5Þ 781915 412 4 
i | © 9 40 6 7 of 42: % 8 9 4| 2 4 
# e © 28 112] 42 10 [o 7218 g12]2 © 
F 6 6| 43 10;| 7 12 8] 44 74 941 7 14 11] 2 3 
+38 6 9 45 6307 8 ©| 46 4 |o 91/7 10 of 2 0 
f' BY lat 7 317 3 81 48 1210 199) 7 5 20! 2 of 
1 Average increaſe of profit to the baker 624. 
i per ſack ; average increaſe of weight on the twelves 
ws penny loaf, if the table was corrected, 20z. 1 fdr. 
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Table Ede Bread. 
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The baker's average increaſe of profit is 64d. 


per ſack by the table now in force: and the average 


increaſe of weight in the twelve-penny loaf, from 


the correction of the table, would be 1 1dr. 
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Table 6.— Bean Bread. 


. F 8 5 
2 25% Bon „ [5 | 2: [X25 
SS 22:5 Wo > |, 342 | BS] ET [SEL 
ESS| 2's SSF | Sk | S- 588 5.75 
ens s 

I's. A. 5. d.] I. oz, dr. 5. d. |s. d. ib. oz. dr. oz. dr. 
13 3077 103] 19 5 17 1140 19 7 of 2 © 
3 619 3 7 153 419 4 o 1 18 0 19] 21 9 

| 3 9020 74] 16 11 12 | 20 9 lo 14116 13 gf 1 13 
4 -oj8s © | 1511-4 | 1 o 1 fig 19 11] 1 7 
4 3.23 44] 14 12 4 | 23 6 0 1414 1g 13] 1 gf 

4 64 9 | 13 13 224 11 lo 2 4 o 100 r: 8 

4 926 14] 13 4 4 26 2 o 011g 4 1300 9 

5 992 612 9 027 71] 13 10 2 1 2 

5 3028 10F| 11 8 4 | 29 otlo 212 o 81 4 

l 5 6403 93 111 0 3% fi 7-12]-1:-'3 
0 9g 1 71] 10 14 12 | 31 93/0 2 10 15 12 1 © 

oſga o 10 7 433 27/0 2410 8 71 3 

6 3134 44] 10 o 834 710 3 [10 11101 3 

6 6135 9 9 10 833 1110 241 11 81 © 
6 9137 1 9 4144/37 4. 22/9 5 1200 14 

7 038 6 [8 15 10 | 98 Bilo 239 o 61 o 12 


+ In the quarto edition of the ſtatutes 10ʃb. 602. 10dr. 
evidently an error of the preſs: I have before remarked 
other variations between the tables in this edition and thoſe 
in Bux, and there are ſome which I have paſſed un- 
noticed, I have aſſigned my reaſon for conſidering the Statute 
Book as the higheſt authority ; but in the progreſs of this 
examination there have appeared grounds to ſuſpeC the 
accuracy of the crown printers, Errors in tables which 
regulate the price and weight of our daily food muſt ariſe 
from a negligence, both liable to and deſerving of 


puniſhment, 
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Average increaſe of profit to the baker only 
14d. per ſack; and average increaſe of weight in 
the twelve penny loaf, from the correction of the 


table, 10z. 3dr. 


Table 7.—-Maſlin Bread. 


— * ** : 
LT =, f 1] 
222 88 £5 37 „2 | 5% 
<E3|vks| th Sa | 58 | 328 | 

SQ [.= hs 7 Cs 
ay "— = . & | S——_ 87 
4. d.] 5. d. ſiß. oz. dr. 5. d. s. d. lb. oz. dr. oz. dr · 
3 3021 8016 2 ola 6300 13016 © 10] 1 6 
3 6ſ23 4j15 © 023 2 0 2 14 14 4| 1 12 
3 9025 913 15 8024 10 |o 2 13 14 6| 1 2 
4 0j26 8/3 2 of2b 340 2413 o 81 8 
14 3028 4j12 6 o!28 og 34112 4 3g] 1 19 
0 4 6030 90/11 10 1229 9 |o 3119 g| 1 + 
- 4 giz: 8011 1 031 44/0 33/10 15 gf 1 7 
5 033 40 8 033 1 jo 3 jo 6 12] 1 4 
5 3135 9 9 15 12134 9% 219 14 1g} 0 15 
5 6136 89 8 4136 6 * 219 7 10, © 10 
5 9038 4! g 1 838 280 110 9 1 ol'v 8 
6 0040 ol 8 11 14139 Bo 33] 8 11 0 0 14 
6 3041 88 6 4j41 4 % 338 5 7! o 19 
6. 8043 4 8 1 94 1 ſo 3 8 o gf © 22 
6 9045 of 7 12 B44 72/0 4 7 11 „ 0 
7 0145 817 8 046 4 Jo 417 7 | 0 14 


The weight of the maſlin loaf is calculated 
with more accuracy than the other parts of the 
aſſize table, but on a proportion between the 
reſpective weights of flour and bread different 
from that eſtabliſhed by the ſtatute: which, fixing 
the weight of the peck loaf at 17/6 6oz. limits the 
weight of the bread made from the ſack to 3472146. 
But the calculator of the aſſize table has, in this 
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fingle inſtance, computed it at 35016. This excels 
diminiſhes the allowance of the baker, on an 
average, 24d. in the ſack: and if the calculation 
be made (as in column 6 of the preceding table) 
at the proportion eſtabliſhed in the ſtatute, the 


weight of the twelve-penny loaf would be leſſened, 


on an average, 10z. 2dr. 


Standard Wheaten Bread. 


The table generally makes the weight of the 
twelve-penny loaf heavier by 1dr. than my calcu- 
lation, always allowing that drachm for the remaining 
fraction, which I have neglected. 


Having brought this examination to a conclu- 
ſion, if the author ſhould be aſked to what pur- 
poſe he hes beſtown ſo much time, or what fruit 
he can poſſibly expect from his labours, ſince if all 


the corrections which he has ſuggeſted were 


adopted, they could diminiſh the price of the 
quarter peck loaf but one farthing, or add but one 
ounce to the weight of the twelve-penny loaf: he 
replies, that if he could be the humble means of 
ſaving in ſcaſons of ſcarcity one farthing in the 
pocket of the labourer, or of adding a ſingle 
ounce of bre ad to his ſcanty meal, he would think 
both his time well beſtown, and his labours amply 
repaid. But he acknowledges a further view : he 
has tie preſumption to hope, that this minute detail 
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of the inaccuracies of the preſent tables may ſug- 
geſt the neceſſity of greater care and circumſpettion 
in forming new ones. Thoſe now in force have 
been ſtrongly objected to by a reſpectable writer“ 
already noticed, who contends that their very prin- 
ciples are erroneous, that more bread is made 
from a ſack of flour, and more flour produced 
from a buſhel of wheat, than the tables admit : the 
firſt objection regards the baker, the ſecond the 
mealman : both ſhall be conſidered in order, 


* Rev. Luxe HesLoyr, Archdeacon of Bucks, in his 
Obſervations on Stat, 31 Geo, 2. c. 29. 
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CHAP. v. 


Of the Baker's Allowance. 


T is remarked by the Honourable Daixts 
BarkRIiNnGToN, in his Obſervations on the 
more ancient ſtatutes, “ that thoſe who ſupply the 
« people with their neceſſary food or drink (as 


« bakers, milleis, and brewers) have not only 


« always been ſuſpedted, more than other traders, 
cc of impoſitions, but have likewiſe been ſubject 
« to regulations of particular ſeverity.” And the 
worthy and ſenſible writer, whoſe objeQions come 
now under conſideration, frequently expreſſes 
himſelf ſo incautioully as to ſtrengthen popular 
prejudice; and the whole of his treatiſe tends to 


bring into diſprace two bodies of men, both of them 


uſeful and neceſſary to the public, and of repre- 
ſenting the preſſure, ſo univerſally felt in ſeaſons like 
the preſent, as ariſing, in no ſmall degree, from 
their exorbitant gains. If their gains be indeed lo 
exorbitantly great as he repreſents them, it will well 
ſuit the wiſdom of the Jegiflature to abridge them, 
But the evidence ought to be coolly and impar- 


tially weighed before they arc condemned, and the 
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praflicability and expediency of new regulations 
ſhouid be very maturely conſidered before their 


eſtabliſhment is attempted. 


Mr. Hes1.0» tells us, that he has calculated the 
profits of the baker “ on a ſuppoſition that his 
allowance is 15. 6d.“ that « this being the al- 
„ lowance ſuppoſed in the table, it may be pre- 
© ſumed that leſs would not be given him,” that he 
believes © leſs has never been given,” and that 
it is the opinion of many, © that 15s. 6d. is the 
« allowance fixed by the ſtatute.” It is to be 
wiſhed the worthy gentleman had recollected the 
obſervation of Lord Co xx, quoted by Dr. Burn, 
“ Abridgements are of good and neceflary uſe to 
« ſerve as tables, but not to ground any opinion :” 
for if, inſtead of relying on the abſtratt of the att 
in Bux, he had turned to the Statute Book, he 
would there have ſound the ule of the table of 
aſñze explained by two examples, in one of which 
the allowance to the baker is 15. 6d. and in the 
other only 15. So that the ſtatute did not fx the 
allowance, nor in fact has it been every where the 
ſame, it remaining in ſome diſtricts, till very lately, 
under 15. 6d. 


In the preceding tables, whatever accrued to the 
baker beyond the allowance fixed by the magiſtrates, 
is called an Increaſe of Profit, becauſe it may be 
preſumed, the legiſlature meant the allowance to 
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be ſo fixed as not only to repay his charges, but 
alſo to yield a ſuitable reward to his labour and 
induſtry. But the word profit cannot be applied 
with propriety, as Mr. HEs Lor has applied it, to 
the whole of his allowance. He calculates his 
whole profit on four peck loaves, meaning both his 
allowance and the ſurplus ariling from the laxity with 
which the table of aſſize is conſtructed to be 25. 6d a 
ſum, he obſerves, equal to the price of half a buſhel 
of wheat, when it is 5s. per buſhel; this he deems 
not only * to have been unneceſlary for the main- 
* tenance of the baker, but alſo injurious to the 
« public and diſtreſſing to the poor; until the 
« ſtatute, with the concurrence of the bakers 
&{ themſelves, became a dead letter.” The com- 
pariſon of the baker's allowance and contingent 
profits, with the price of any quantity of corn, is 
wholly irrelevant. If we would know whether that 
allowance and other profits are too great or not, 
the queſtion muſt be determined by an accurate 
appreciation of his neceſſary charges and expenſes. 
If the exceſs of his allowance together with his 
other profits above theſe charges and expenſes, 
appear too great, they ought, and the magiſtrates 
are empowered by the ſtatute to curtail them. 
Mr. Hs tor tells us, that in London, from 1792, 
the ſtatute has been laid aſide by the mutual con- 
ſent of the magiſtrates and bakers: I am un- 
acquainted with the peculier privileges of the city 
of London, whoſe rights are preſerved by the 
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ſtatute, and I do not doubt they were perfectly 
regular in thus abrogating withia their juriſdiction 
the aſſize eſtabliſhed by att of parliament, and 
ſubſtituting in its room a bye-law of their own; 
of the advantage reſulting from this change to the 
public we are not made acquainted; the author, 
not having told us what, or whether any alteration 
was made in the aſſize table: as to the diminution 
of the baker's allowance, it might have been done 
by the magiſtrates without rendering the ſtatute 
a dead letter. This allowance and contingent. 
advantages Mr. HesLoe appreciates at 125. 6d. 
on the ſack of flour; the magiſtrates in 1792, 
reduced it to 10s. and by the att paſſed in 1797, 
it was again advanced to 11s. 8d. How far the 
baker's contingent profits were affected by the 
regulations in 1792- I cannot tell : but the table 
in the att paſſed in 1797 has cut them off in the 
priced loaves, and probably alſo in the aſſized 
loaves: my readers will excuſe me that I ſtop not 
to make a minute calculation, becauſe I think the 
London table, however accurate in this reſpedt, by 
no ways fitted for general adoption. The reduttion, 
therefore, made by the London table on the baker's 
allowance is only from 125. 6d. to 115. 8d. and 
Mr. HzesLoe himſelf conceives the former al- 
lowance of 10s. to be inadequate to the juſt 
expectations of the baker: for aſter mentioning 
another latent ſource of profit, which ſhall pre- 
ſently be conſidered, he adds, “ but this is not 
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« mentioned to prejudice the bakers: for every 
« perſon, by induſtry and care in their ſeveral 
« profeſſions and occupations, ſhould procure, not 
et only preſent ſubſiſtence, but a ſuitable proviſion 
et for themſelves and families. And in London 
« the baker's profits, under the regulations of this 
& city table, are not ſufficient, I apprehend, for the 
ct purpoſe.” I confeſs myſelſ, on a compariſon 
of the paſſages here cited, unable to diſtinguiſh at 
what preciſe point between 10s. and 125. 64. per 
ſack, the allowance would, in Mr. HesLoe's 
opinion, become ſufficient, and yet neither in- 
jurious to the public nor oppreſſive to the poor. 


But before we proceed ſurther to ſcrutinize 
this allowance, let us previouſly enquire into 
the changes which, in ſucceſſive ages, it has 
undergone. The firſt ſtatute on this ſubje& we 
have on record, is that of 31 en. g. which, how- 
ever numerous its miſtakes in the proportion 
between the weight of bread and the price to be 
paid for it, has the peculiar merit of being very 
explicit in declaring its intentions. * And it is t9 
&« be known, that a baker, in every quarter of wheat, 
& (as ts proved by the King's baker) may gain 4d. 


& and the bran and two loaves for advantage, for 


& three ſervants 14d. for two lads d. for fait Id. 
& for kneading Id. for candle d. for wood 2d. for 
& his boullel 144d. In toto, adds WyxGATE in his 
« Abridgement, 124d. which, being trebled, ac- 
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& according to the rate of money now, amounts 
* to 35. 2x4. and may, therefore, be now conceived 
« int for a baker to gain in the uttering of every 
« quarter f wheat. Howbeit note, that by the 
& book of afſize now in uſe, publiſhed by pro- 
& ciamation towards the latter end of the reign of 
« Queen Fiizabeth, bakers inhabiting corporate 
% towns (in regard that they pay ſcot and lot there) 
« are allowed 6s. in every quarter of the middle 
« prized wheat for their charge in baking, and 
© country or foreign bakers only 45.” Between 
the reign of Q. Ehz. and that of Q. Ann, this 
allowance incrcaled, if we may credit the aſſertion 
of the bakers themſelves, from 65. on the quarter 
of wheat, to 10s. on the ſack of flour, and it 1s 
not, I belicve, at preſent, any where higher than 
115. 3d. (or 15. 6d. per buſhel) except in London, 
where it is 11s. 84. Two queſtions, therefore, 
ariſe, firſt, whether the increaſe of allowance has 
been in proportion to the decreaſe in the value of 
money: and, ſecondly, if it has not, whether it is 
nevertheleſs, adequate to what the trade may juſtly 
expett as an indemnification of their charges, and 
a due reward of their labours. The fit queſtion 
mult, I believe, be determined in the negative; 
and it muſt te granted, that 115. 3d. now is 
not equivalent in value to 6s. in the time of 
Q. Eliz. nor even to 124d. at the early period in 
which the firſt table of aſſize was made. Nor 
could it be expected that it ſhould be fo: for J 
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apprehend the greater the value of money, and the 
higher the rate of intereſt, the greater will be the 
profits of every trade: and that neither the profits 
of the trader, nor the wages of the artiſan or 
labourer, bear now the ſame proportion to the 
value of money as they did formerly. The baker, 
therefore, in this reſpett, is on the ſame footing 
with the reſt of community : and the propriety of 
increaſing his preſent allowance muſt depend on 
the reſolution of the ſecond queſtion, without any 
reſerence to the practice or cuſtom of paſt ages. 
In determining this point the early ſtatute of Hen. 3. 
has given an example worthy of imitation, it not 
only fixes the baker's allowance in the groſs, but 
it enters into a minute detail of the purpoſes for 
which that allowance is given. And if the Jegil- 
lature ſhould think fit to continue the diſcretionary 
power now velted in the magiſtrate, the bakers 
ſhould not expett that their vague complaints of 
the inſufficiency of what is now allowed them, can 
or ought to be attended to, but they ſhould 
accompany their complaints with a fair and open 
ſtatemeat of what are their neceſſary expenſes. 
And if any alteration be made in the preſent laws, 
every latent ſource of profit ſhould be removed, 
and the bakers ſhould be rigidly confined to their 
allowance, whether permanently fixed by the legiſ- 
lature, or left, as at preſent, to the diſcretion of the 
magiſtrates. 
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In the two preceding chapters it has been ſhewn, 
what increaſe of profit the baker derives from the 
tables of aſſize now in force, ſuppoſing the prin- 
ciples on which thoſe tables are calculated to be 
true. The ſtatute of 31 Geo. 2. ſays, that from 
every ſack of flour there ought to be produced, 
on an average, 20 peck loaves, weighing, when 
well baken, each 1716. 60z. But Mr. HesLoe 
has ſhewn, from repeated experiments, that the 
ſack of flour will produce nearly 22 ſuch loaves. 
The baker has therefore here a latent ſource of 
profit not generally known, but, I apprehend, it 
was intended he ſhould have it: and in fatt the 
trade could not be carried on without ſome al- 
lowance of this nature, though I think the preſent 
a very injudicious one, and highly requiring to be 
otherwiſe regulated. It has been the cuſtom, from 
time immemorial, for the baker to allow to his 
wholeſale cuſtomers thirteen loaves to the dozen. 
When the ſtatute, therefore, fixt the produce of 
the ſack of flour at 20 peck loaves, the calculation 
was ſo made as to give the baker the ſame advan- 
tage as he does to his wholeſale cuſtomer : for as 
1218 to 13, fo is 20, the number of loaves fixt by 
the ſtatute, to 214, which is nearly the real produce 
of the ſack of flour. In the country eſpecially, 
a conſiderable part of the bread baked is not 
ſold at the ſhop of the baker, but by retailers: and 
this thirteenth loaf, or what is now more general, 
and ſomewhat exceeds it, a penny in the ſhilling, 
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is the profit of the retailer. That the retailer, or 
the baker himſelf when he ſells by retail, ſhould 
have ſome profit for his conſtant attendzace on 
his ſhop, appears reaſonable: but that this profit 
ſhould vary with the price of corn, and when that 
is as high as it is at preſent {hould nearly equal the 
whole of the baker's firſt allowance is unreaſonable 
and burdenſome to the public. The bakers, without 
conſidering they receive it themſelves, now grudge 
it to their retailers, and have reduced it one 
half. It appears to me, that it ouglt to be wholly 
taken away, and the baker compenſated by an in- 


creaſe of his firſt allowance. In the ſimilar trade 


of the mealman the allowance to the ictailer always 
continues the ſame, however the price of flour 
may vary, and is in ſome places 25s. 64. in others 
3s. 4d. per ſack. What is an adequate recompenſe 
for ſelling a ſack of flour by retail muſt alſo be a 
ſufficient proſit on the fale of the ſame quantity of 


flour when baked into bread. It ſeems, therefore, 


expedicnt to increa'e the weight of the bread to 
be made from the lack of flour from $4756. as it 
ſtands at preſent, to 37615.* the peck !vat would 
then weigh 1816, 1207. die helf peck loaf glb. Goze 
arid the quarter peck los” 4/5. 1102, An addition 
of 35. 44 on the ſack oi floir would be a fair 
compenſation to the baker, an would enable him 


The exact weight of 213 Peck Looves is 376ʃb. 
70z. 5dr. 
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to make the ſame allowance to the retailer as the 
mealman. The effect of this regulation would be, 
that the peck loaf would ſell ad. dearer than it 
does at preſent, and the purchaſer would have 
216. 60z. of bread for this additional 2d, When 
wheat is at 5s. per buſhel, he would neither gain 
nor loſe by the alteration in the purchaſe cf the 
wheaten loaf, nor in that of the ſtandard wheaten 
when the buſhel is at gs. 9d. but as it advanced 
beyond thoſe prices he would be benefited 
by it: and when the aſſize is, as at preſent, 
at 135. 6d. for the buſhel and baking, and con- 
ſequently the pound of bread ſells at ſomewhat 
more than 34d. he would be a gainer gd. in the 
wheaten peck loaf, or d. on the quarter peck loaf, 
which would be a very ſeaſonable relief in times of 
ſcarcity: and he would have a proportionate in- 
creale in the weight of the aſſized loaves. 


To this regulation it will probably be objetted, 
on the part of the bakers, that though the weight 
of the ſack of flour, when baked, may, on an 
average, be 3764b. yet that in bad ſeaſons it will 
fall far ſhort of it, and ſcarcely equal 347416. at 
which the ſtatute now fixes it : and that, therefore, 
it would be very unjuſt to ſubject the trade to a 
contingent loſs ſo much the heavier, as it would 
happen when the price of corn was the higheſt. 
To which. it may be replied, that all tables muſt 
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be formed from general averages, which ſuppole 
that the produce will ſometimes exceed. and 
ſometimes fall ſhort of what it is ſtated at: that 
if they were ſo calculated as to exclude the poſ- 
ſibility of a diminution of profit, they would, in 


general ſeaſons, male thoſe profits exorbitant, and 


lay an unreaſonabie burden on the public: that if 
at any time, the quantity of bread made from a tack 
of flour ſhould ſ» far fall ſhort of the ſtandard 
propoſed as to ſubje the baker to a loſs, which 
he has no proſpett of ſeeing compenſated in a 
more favorable ſeaſon, and which it wonld be un- 
reaſonable to expect he ſhould ſubmit to; while 
the magiſtrates are permitted to retain the diſ- 
cretionary powers they now have, a temporary 
remedy may be applied to this temporary evil, by 
increaſing the allowance for baking during its con- 
tinuance. 


But while I am endeavouring to vindicate the 
trade from the ſuſpicion of making great and exor- 
bitant profits, and have thus minutely enquired 
into their contingent gains that the magiſtrates 
may adequately judge what allowance to fix, they 
are themſelves loud in their complaints of grievances 
ſuſtained, and hardſhips endured, through the 
ABUSE of the diſcretionary powers now velled in 
the magiſtrates; they have eſtabliſhed a corrEs. 
PONDENCE among the trade nearly from one end 
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of the kingdom to the other: they have drawn up 
a Bill to emancipate themſelves from the oppreſſion 
they have ſo long ſuffered, and have appointed 
DELEGATES to ſolicit its paſſage through the two 
' houſes of parliament. An examinatioa into the 
merits of this Bill, and the expediency of the re- 
gulations it is intended to eſtabliſh, will be the 


ſubjett of the following chapter, 
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CHAP. VI. 


5 — 


Remarks on the Country Bakers Bull, 


HOUGH it will be readily admitted, that 
any body of men, who find themſelves 
aggrieved, either by the tenor of the exiſting laws, 
or by the manner in which they are carried into 
execution, have a conſtitutional right both to apply 
to the legiſlature for redreſs, and previouſly to 
conſult together what mode of redreſs they ſhould 
pray for; yet the perſevering induſtry and great 
expenſe with which the bakers have circulated their 
plans in every town, and that, it ſhould ſeem, with 
various ſucceſs, has, I apprehend, had a tendency 
to excite, in many places, a ſenſe of grievances 


'which were not before felt, and to draw forth a 


complaint of hardſhips which they were not before 
ſenſible of ſuffering. The Bill now in circulation 
is not that which was originally prepared; in May 
laſt they declared their opinion, “ that the ap- 
te plication to parliament would be more likely 
te to ſucceed if they abandoned the large ſcale on 
& which they orginally meant to proceed, and to 
get a new bill drawn, comprehending therein a 
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« ſew of the moſt prominent grievances under 
« which the trade labourcd *,” I have never ſcen 
the firſt Bill, which, I am told, was very volu- 
minous; that which is now in circulation is declared 
to contain only a few of their moſt prominent greivances, 
though in their own Obſervations on this Bill, they 
are made io ſay, „ if the foregoing matters com- 
« plained of were regulated and pafled into a 
& law, the country bakers conceive their ſeveral 
et grievances will be at an end.” 


Leaving to the trade the taſk of reconciling theſe 
ſeemingly oppoſite declarations,” I proceed to con- 
ſider the motives on which the plan originated, 
and the ends it is deſigued to ſerve: and that I 
may not undefignedly miltake either the one or 
the other, I ſhall ſtate both in their own words, 
and here inſert the Obſervations which they have 
circulated with the Bill. 


* From a printed circular Letter, dated Swaff h m 
10th December, 1799, and ſigned WILLIAu STUCKEY. 
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'* Objervations on the Country Bakers Bull, 


intended to be preſented to Parliament.” 
— cn 


© The Country Bakers complain that they have 
long laboured under great and manifeſt hard- 
ſhips, under many of the clauſes and proviſions 
in the Act of giſt Geo. II. and from the want 
of a regular and impartial aſſize, fo that they are 
under the neceſſity of applying to the Legll- 
lature for redreſs. To prevent miſrepreſentations, 
and to obviate the eflects of any ill founded 
objections that may be made, they humbly 
ſubmit the following, as the moſt prominent 
features of their grievances, under which they 
now more immediately labour. 


& FIRST. With reſpect to the Aſſize of Bread. 
The Act of the 31ſt Geo. II. directs the Aſſize 
and Weight of Bread to be ſet, when and as 
often as the Magiſtrates ſhall {hunk proper, and to 
{et ſuch Aſſize from the Price which Grain, 
Meal, or Flour ſhall bear in the Public Market 
in or ncar the Place or Places for which any 
luch Aſſize ſhall be ſo ſet, making reaſonable 
Allowance to the Bakers, for their Charges, 
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Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit, as the 
Magiſtrates may deem proper. Now as the 
above Clauſe is only diſcretionary in the Magis- 
trates, to ſet an Aſſize or not, and to make an 
Allowance to the Bakers as they ſhall think 
proper; the Country Bakers heavily complain 
of the abuſe of ſuch diſcretionary power : and 
with ſubmiſſion alledge, that they conceive it 
would be more juſt and ſatisfactory to the 
Magiſtrates, and all Parties concerned, to have 
an Att for the more certain making an Aſſize, 
and regulating the manner of making thereof, 
and for that purpoſe to have Two Aſſize Tables, 
the one for Wheat, and the other for Flour, with 
the Prices fixed for the different variations in 
the Market, in the ſame manner (though not 
in the ſame proportions) as the London Tables; 
the Magiſtrates ſetting ſuch A ſſize from which 
ever Table they ſhall chooſe: And as great 
hardſhips have been experienced by the Trade, 
in the manner and mode of {ctiing the Aſſize, in 
ſeveral inſtances, the Bakers wiſh to have a 
Clauſe in the Att, directing the average to be 
taken from the aggregate quantity of Wheat or 
Flour ſold ;—they allo want the Legiſlature 
to give to the Country Bakers one ſure, certain, 
and fixed Allowance for their Charges, Labour, 
Pains, Livelihood, and Profit, with the Addi- 
tional Duty on Salt, and not to leave it dif- 
cretionary, as before {tated ;—for notwithſtanding 
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the double Expenſe of almoſt every Article 
in life, and near Six times as much in Parlia. 
mentary and Parochial Taxes, ſince the Reign 
of Queen Ann (at which time Ten. Shillings 
per ſack of flour was deemed a fair compen- 
ſation to the Baker) yet the Country Bakers 
are now prepared to ſhew that, for ſeveral years 
paſt, the ſaid Ten Shillings per Sack has not 
been allowed them, but in many inſtances con. 
ſiderably leſs—from 108. down to 8s. and under, 


 SECONDLY.—With reſpeR to the two clauſes 


in the Act of gilt Geo. II. reſpefling the 


weighing and marking of Bread, the Country 
Bakers conceive the penaltics rather too ſevere, 
and hope the ſame may be modified, fimilar to 
the London Bakers Att, 


& Tyinpr.y.—The Country Bakers wiſh to 
be put upon the ſame footing as the London 
Bakers reſpecting baking on the Lord's day. 


« If the foregoing matters complained of arc 


regulated and paſſed into a law, the Country 
Bakers conceive their ſeveral Greivances will 
be at an end, the Magiſtrates will be aſſiſted, and 


more certain in the manner and mode of ſetting 


the Aſſize, and the community at large greatly 
benefited by it. | 
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® The Committee of Bakers. 


& ROBERT KIDAL and HAMMOND 
« HOI LIDGE, for Norfolk. 

© JOHN SNOOK and JAMES PAUL, for 
« Hampſhire. 

« JOSEPH BRYANT, for Bedfordſhire. 

% JOHN BAKER, for Huntingdonſhire, 

WILLIAM FIGG, for Suffex. 

« WILLIAM SERVANT, for the Weſt Riding 
« of Yorkſhire. 

& Wu. PARK, for the Town of Scarborough, 
& Yorkſhire. 

 TAMES PHIL, for Berkſhire. 

« DANIEL RABAN, for Bucks. 

& J. B,.WILDBORE, for Cambridgeſhire, 

JACOB SMITH, for the City of Norwich. 

4 JOHN HILYARD, for the Town of Lynn, 
c Norfolk. 

« HENRY EDWARDS, and ROBERT GUY, 
« for Eſſex. 

« TOSEPH VERLANDER, of Colcheſter. 

c WM. MURCH, and Wu. DINGLE, for the 
« County of Devon.” 


— 5e Q—__ 


Having thus left the Bakers to open their 
own caule, and ſeen the few prominent gievances to 
which they now think fit to reſtrain their com- 
plaints; 1 ſhall next weigh the expediency and 
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practicability of the regulations propoſed to be 
eſtabliſhed by the Bill. 


By ſection 4 it is enaQe?, that when the magis- 
trates ſha'l require the prices of grain, meal, and 
flour to be certified, they ſhall alſo cauſe the 
reſpective quamities to be alſo certified: for 
which purpoſe they are inveſted with the ſame 
powers in reſpect to procuring returns of quantities, 
as they have already under Stat. 31 Geo. 2. in regard 
to procuring returns of prices. 

This regulation is a wiſe one, if it be praQticable, 
which I doubt its being in all places. Where 
there is an Inſpector of the Market, the magiſtrates, 
being authorized to ſee his returns, may obtain a 


complete knowledge both of the quantities and 


prices: but where there is no Inſpettor, I ap- 
prehend the powers granted by 31 Geo. 2. c. 29. 
6 17, 18, 19, will be found on trial inadequate ta 
the purpoſe: and that to carry this regulation 
effectually into execution, it wou'd be neceſſary 
to oblige every dealer, in places where there is 
no Inſpeftor, to make a return to the Clerk of 
the Market ſimilar to that made to the Inſpettors. 
As the law now ſtands, though the buyer or ſeller is 
ſubjctt to a penalty if he refuſes to diſcloſe the true 
real prices at which he has bought or ſold; yet as 
he is not obliged to do this till required, the clerk 
of the market muſt be yery alert indeed if he can 
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find an opportunity of ſeverally putting the queſtion 
to all the buyers and ſellers, and minuting their 
anſwers, hetween the time of their having com— 
pleated their bargains and their quitting the market, 
And as to flour, nv return can be procured, becauſe 
in moſt country markets no flour is ſold, 


The ne xt ſection, which diretts the aſſize to be ſet 
from the aggregate price, quantity, and amount of 
the reſpective forts and kinds of grain, me+l, and 
flour lo certified, and not otherwiſe, is unob- 
jedionable in regard to the public, but would 
in ſome diſtricts, from local circumſtances, be 


highly oppreſſive to the baker, if lucrally carried 


into execution“. 


The intention of ſection 6 is permanently to fix 
the bakers allowance, and to take away the diſ- 
cretionary powers now intruſted to the magiſtrates, 
It has been ſeen in their own Obſervations on the 
Bill, that the bakers open'y accuſe the magiſtrates 
of having AaBusED this puwer, and taat from this 


* In the diſtrift wherein I am now writing, from the 
inferior quality of the corn there grown, aud from the 
want of mills tc convert the ſame into Flour, and from the 
habit the bakers are in of [ching ſupplies trom a diſtauce, 
the Magiſtrates have lately been unde the painful neceſſity 
of fixing the aſſize three ſhillngs in the buſhel of wheat 
beyond what the average price oi the market would juſtify, 
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abuſe have proceeded the numerous hardſhips and 
grievances under which they repreſent themſclves 
as labouring. The charge is a heavy one, and 
ought io be ſupported by full and ſufficient proofs, 
and to the diſcuſſiun of thoſe proofs when pro. 
duce, I refer for the deciſion on the juſtice of 
the charge. If the legiſlature ſhould admit it to 
be well founded, they may, perhaps, alſo accede 
to the petition of the bakers, and permanently fix 
their allowance: and probably it will be by 
evidence brought from the vicinity of the metiopolis, 
that the quantum of this allowance will be deter- 
mined. But I appreheud that ſuch a general 
regulation would be injurious to the intereſt of the 
public, and that the ſame allowance which would 
be no more than reaſonable for the baker in Eſſex, 
Hertfordſhire, Middieſex, and Surrey, would be 
extravagantly high in Cornwall or Wales, Weſt- 
morelind or Cumberland. Whiiſt the prices of 
fuel, labour, and houſe rent differ, as they do at 
preſent in the various parts of the kingdom, it 
ſhould be a very ftrong neceſſity that ſhould 
induce the legiſlature to fix one and -the ſame 


allowance throughout the whole, 


SeQion 7 eſtabliſhes new tables of aſſize, which, 
we are told in a written note, „ cannot be pre- 
& pared until the Bill goes tefore a Committee of 
« the Houſe of Commons, as they muit depend 
* on the allowance the Houſe may be diſpoſed 
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& to grant.“ I conjecture from this note, that 
the bakers expect to be entruſted with the cal- 
cu'ation of theſe tables, and in my opinion the 
truſt would be miſplaced. The laws of this king= 
dom have always, with great wiſdom, withheld 
truſt where there is the moſt diſtant chance of its 
being abuſed through the intereſt the parties en- 
truſted may have in the ſubjett. Thus a judge of 
aſſize may not fit in the county where he was born; 
a ſheriff is not permitted to return a jury when 
he is related to either parties at ſuit; the ma- 
giſtrate cannot join in licenſing an alehouſe if he 
be a common brewer, diſtiller, or ma'ſter; nor 
execute the acts rating to the aſſize of bread, if 
he follows or is concerned in the buſineſs of a 
milſer, mealman, or baker. After theſe examples, 
it will not, 1 hope, be thought invidious to affirm, 
that a committee of bakers are not the fitteſt per- 
ſons to be employed in framing a table of aflize, 


We learn, from the obſervations before inſerted, 
that the proportions in the intended tables are io be 
different from the London tables, and as the 
merit or demcrit of ſuch tables depend as weil on 
the juſtneſs of the proportions aſſumed for their 
baſi-, as on the accuracy of calcu'ati m, it would 
have been candid in che trade to have openly de- 
clared the proportions they wiſh to have eſtabliſhed. 
Too little attzution ſeems hitherto to have been 
paid to the ſubject; aud I much doubt that tormer 


* . — 
Jer 
XR 


LSE 


— 


= It _ * 8 2 8 
£* +4, A * = 04) 5 - ba, — 2 = * 
* >: 1 E As 4 Wi > 4 r - Wn * £ 
2 : ” les. CY 1 N 
42 * TON ATE 5 _ - 4 >, 4 * 1 * 


54 . 


— > 
& 


ey 


jo" 


62 


parliaments have truſted too implicitly to others, 
both as to the proportions on which the tables are 
formed, and the accuracy with which they are 
calculated. The calculation muſt always be a 
matter of truſt; we cannot expect a Committee of 
the Houſe to fit day after day examining the 
figures of a table; but it may be hoped, that 
caution and circumſpettion will be uſed in the 
choice of the perſons to whom the truſt is com- 
mitted. The negligence and partiality with which 
the tables in Stat. 31 Geo. 2. c. 29. are drawn, 
ſhow the neceſſi y of this caution and circum- 
ſpeaion. But though the calculation muit, of 
courſe, be committed to others, the legiſlature 
ſhould itſelf fix the proportions on which it is 
to proceed, and explicitly declare its intentions, 
This was done for the firſt time in Stat. 13 Geo. 3. 
c. 62. where the reſpective weights of the buſhel 
of corn and the flour to be produced from it are 
cxattly defined. The want of ſuch definitions in 
former acts leaves us ignorant of the grounds on 
which the alterations in the aſlize have been made: 
and we can only conjetture why the weights of the 
aſſized loaves in the tables of 31 Geo. 2. are one 
eighth leſs than thoſe in the picceding tables of 


8 Ann, c. 18. 


Section 8 of the bill empowers any two 
bakers, in places where no aſſize is ſet, to require 
the ſame to be done; and the magiſtrates Ihall, 
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within days after ſuch a requiſition being 
made to them, ſct an aſſize. I did not expect to 
find the want of an aſſize among the more pro- 
minent grievances of the bakers: where no power 
is excrciſed, power cannot be abuſed; and where 
the {eller is the uncontrouled arbiter both of price 
and weight, there can exiſt no hardſhip but of his 
own impoſing. Without inveſtigating the end 
they may have in view, I would remind the bakers 
that thi ugh there are penalties againſt thoſe who 
ſell at higher prices, oi in lefler weight than is fixed 
by the aſſize, there has as yet been no puniſhment 
enacted aga'vit ſuch as may chooſe to ſupply the 
poor with biead at a cheaper rate. And I can 
tell them, that while Hey are at a conſiderable ex- 
penſe in circulating complaint and murmur through 
every market town in the kingdom, there ſtill 
exiſt, in the country, ſome of their humbler 
brethren, who live happy and contented with more 
moderate gains than what they might receive under 
the ſanttion of the law, if an aſſize was ſet. 


The next grievance of the bakers is the ſeverity 
of the penalties for deficiency in weight, or for not 
duly marking their bread, which they hope will 
« be modified ſimilar to the London bakers act.“ 
Convictions for either of theſe offences are, I 
believe, rare; and it may ſafely be aſſerted, that 
delinquency is much more frequent than puniſhment, 
If the bakcrs, however, are not content with the 
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power of mitigation now veſted in the magiſtrates, 
and fear the abuſe of this power alſo, no great ob. 
jection lies againſt the modification of the penalties, 
provided difficulties be not placed in the way of 
the proſecutor to prevent conviction. Such dif- 
ficulties would, I apprehend, be raiſed by the 
ſubſequent clauſes of the bill. The gth Section 
declares bakers not liable to puniſhment for de- 
ficiency in weight, unleſs the weight be aſcertained 
within hours afier it is baked. The Stat, 
31 Geo. 2. allows, in the country, three days from 
the time when it ſhall have been expoſed to ſale. 
If the time is to be limited to howrs, and thoſe to be 
computed from the time of baking, I know not 
how the proſecutor can either know how long the 
bread has been baked, nor, in the country, lay 
his infor:nation within the ſhort ſpace limited him, 
The baker, if the number of hours is to be 24, 
may keep it back till they be expired before he 
ſends it to his. diſtant retail ſhops, and may then 
ſell it with impunity, however dcficient in weight. 
The effect of this clauſe would be to ſcreen the 
offenders: and I do not believe that bakers and 
ſellers of bread are, as the bill inſinuates, « pro- 
& ſecuted and puniſh:d more ſeverely than in 
& juſtice and equity they ought to be,“ under thy 


laws now exiſting. 


The third object of the bill, which is to pus 
the country bakers upon the ſame footing with the 
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London bakers reſpecting baking on the Lord's 
day, is highly praiſe-worthy. 


I ſhall conclude theſe Obſervations with re- 
marking, that though the bill has a clauſe ſaving 
the rights of the city of London, the ſimilar re- 
ſervation of the rights of the two Univerſities, 
and of the Liberty of Weſtminſter, uſually inſerted 
in all acts relating to the aſſize of bread, is here 


omitted, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Oo 


Of the Mealman's Profit. 


6 hy aſſize of bread is fixed by two propor- 

tions, ſuppoſed to exiſt between the weight 
of bread and the weight of the flour whereof it 
is made, and between the reſpettive prices of flour 
and corn. The conſideration of the latter pro- 


portion may appear to ſome unneceſſary, who may 


alk, why cannot the aſſize be as eaſily fixt imme- 
diately from the price of flour, as by the cir- 
cuitous method of computing it from the price of 
corn. But this is what could not be heretofore done, 
and though now become pratticable, its expediency 
may be much doubted. As long as the trades of 
baker and mealman continued united, which they 
generally were till the beginning of this century, 
the price of corn was the only ſtandard that could 
be uſed, becauſe, from its firſt purchaſe in the 


market till it was fold in bread, it went through 


the hands of but one perſon, who both made 
the flour and baked it. The province of the 
miller was then confined to grinding, and his re- 
ward a toll taken in kind. While the ſame perſon 
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was thus both baker and mealman, the profits of 
each branch centered in him, and the public had 
no intereſt in enquiring what proportion of his 
gains accrued from the one or the other. But 
when a ſeparation took place, and the bakers in 
general relinquiſhed the manufactory of flour to 
the millers, who, by the aſſiſtance of a ſuperior 
machinery, could do it more perfectly and at a 
cheaper rate; the mealman, though not included 
by name, was virtually bound by the aſſize: for as 
the baker was ſtill obliged to obſerve the prices 
and weights which continued to be fixt by the 
price of corn, the mealman was under the ne- 
ceſſity of making ſuch ſorts of flour, and ſelling 
them at ſuch prices as would enable the baker to 
comply with the regulations of the aſſize. And 
this was, probably, for ſome time ſtrictly obſerved: 
the boulting engines of the bakers would not all 
be laid aſide at one inſtance; and it was not till 
they were in general knocked in pieces, or moul- 
dered into duſt, that the bakers were brought en. 
tirely into ſubjettion to the mealmen, both as to 
the quality and price of flour, and the latter com- 
pleted their triumph by prevailing on the legiſlature 
to empower the magiſtrate to regulate the aſſize 
as well by the price of flour as by the price of 
corn. This was firſt done by Stat. 8 Ann, c. 18. 
which directs the magiſtrates, in ſetting the aſſize, 
to have reſpe to the price the grain, meal or flour 
whereof the bread is made, ſhall bear in market, 
| K 2 
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This direftion muſt, I apprehend, have appeared 
Tather enigmatical to the magiſtrates of tho'e times, 
becauſe there was no fixed ſtandard between the 
reſpective weights of flour and bread. This de- 
ficiency was ſupplied in Stat. g1 Geo. 2. c. 29. 
which, by defining the weight of the loaf made 
from a peck, (or 140. of flour) has enabled 
the magiſtrates at all times to know © if the 
« baker hath more or leſs than the allowance they 
« intend to give him.“ This ſubſtitution of the price 
of flour inſtcad of the price of corn has been further 
countenanced by what is called the London Bakers 
AQ, where the table contains two collateral columns, 
ſhewing the correſpondent prices of wheat and 
flour: and the table in the bill intended to be 
brought into parliament by the country bakers is, 
we are told, to be conſtructed in the ſame form, 
though on different proportions. I hus have the, 
mealmen nearly emancipated themſelves from all. 
controul of the law, and the option apparently left 
to the magiſtrate to ſet the aſſize either by the price 
of corn or flour, is, in practice, of little uſe, 
Whenever the mealmen raiſe the price of flour 
bevond its due proportion, the bakers will tell: 
the magiſtrates, that if the aiſize be not ſet ac- 
cording to this enhanced price, they neither can 
nor will continue their trade. This ſturdy language 
has, I believe, lately been uſed in more than one 
diſtrict; and all laws now exiſting, or that may 


be made to regulate the aflize of bread, willy 
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in a great meaſure, fail of th-ir end till the meal- 
man as well as the baker is ſubjected to them, 
While the baker was alſo the mealman, his profits 
in both capacities were ſtrictiy Iim:ted: and no 
realon can be aſſigned, now that the trades are 
ſeparated, why the more principal branch ſhould 
remain without any legal reſtraint. The effects 
of this emancipation are ſeverely felt by com- 
munity, not only in th enhanced price of bread, 
whenever the mealman advances his flour beyond 
the proportion of the tables, but alſo in the ex- 
orhitant profit which the retailers make by the ſale 
of flour. While no reſtraint is laid on the meal- 
man, the retailer is equally uncontrouled. In ſome 
parts the latter is merely the agent of the former, 
for whom he ſells, and receives a fixt allowance of 
25. 6d. or at molt 3s. 44. per ſack for his trouble: 
whilſt 11 other diſtricts the retailer is left at liberty 
to make what profit he pleaſes, and this has lately 
been carried as high as 4d. and 64. in the ſtone, 
or 6%. 84. and 105. on the lack. The diet of the 
labourer is chiefly farinaccous, an! flour is the 
principle ingredient in many articles of his food 
beſides bread : the ſame wife policy which fixes 
the price of his bread ſhuuld allo aſcertain the 
rate at which he may purchaſe flour, and free him 
from the extortion to which he is now liable. 


If the legiſlature ſhould think proper to ſubje& 
the mcalman as well as the baher to an allize, it 
will be a conſideration of great importance, whe- 
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ther the proportions eſtabliſhed in the preſent tables 
ſhould be preſerved, or whether there is juſt cauſe, 
as Mr. Archdeacon HesLoe ſuggeſts, to reduce 
them, and by the reduction to render both bread 
and flour at all times cheaper to the purchaſers. It 

is a queſtion upon which I do not think myſelf 
competent to give a deciſive opinion. I ſhall, 
therefore, only enquire into the variations which 
have taken place in theſe proportions, aſſign my 
reaſons for doubting the juſtneſs of Mr. HesLor's 
_ concluſions, and ſuggeſt the regulations which ap- 
pear neceſſary to render any law on the ſubject 


effectual. 


Paſſing over the Aſſize Table in Stat. 51 Hen. g. 
becauſe the names of the ſeveral ſorts of bread, 
and the denominations of the weights then in uſe, 
are become obſolete and unintelligible, there are 
three other tables exiſtent ſucceſſively made in the 
reigns of Q. El:zabeth, Q. Ann, and K. George 2. 
The ſorts of bread are diſtinguiſhed in all of them 
by the ſame names of White, Wheaten, and Houſ- 
hold Bread. And the price of the quarter of wheat 
is ſeverally made by them equal to the following 
weights of bread. 


White. Wheaten. Houſhold. 


lb, tb. lb. 
By Q. Elizabeth's Table,* 276 | 415 | 55 
By Table in Stat. 8 Ann, c. 18. 278 | 416 | 55 
By Table in Stat, 31 Geo, 2 c. 29 | 271 370 494 
* The Troy weight, uſed in this table is here reduced 
to Averrdupoije, to compare it with the ethers, 


— ³ 
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If theſe weights of bread be reduced to the re- 
ſpective weights of flour from whence they are 
made by the proportion eſtabliſhed in Stat. g1. Geo. 


2. they will be as under. 
52 White. Wheaten. Houſhold. 
1-4 LA 
By Q. Elizabeth's Table 221 | 334 | 445 
By Table in 8 Ann. c. 18. 224 23; 448 
By Table in 31 Geo, 2. c. 29. 218 | 29 396 


It hence appears, that the reſpective values of 
corn and the flour from whence white bread is 
made has remained the ſame from time immemorial“, 
and that no alteration took place in the proportions 
of the other two ſorts of flour till the att paſſed in 
31 Geo. 2. Whoſoever looks back to the hiſtory of 
that period, and conſults the Journals of the Houſe 
of Commons, and there finds that petitions were 
preſented from ſundry places, praying relief from 
the high prices of bread corn, will be ſurpriſed 
that the legiſlature, in anſwer to theſe petitions, 
paſſed an act by which the weight of the twelve- 
penny loaf was diminiſhed nearly one-eighth from 
what it ſhould have been by the Stat. 8 Ann then 
in force: this will appear by the following com- 
pariſon of the two tables. 


The ſmall variations in the numbers ariſe from they 


being calculated from the weight of the penny loaf, 
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Weight of Twelve-penny Loaf. 


By Stat. 8 Ann. By Stat, 31 Geo. 2. 


| 
| Wheaten. Houſhold. Wheaten. | Houthold, 


Price of Buſhel 
and Baking. 


— 


. 4.1/h oz. dr. b. oz. dr Ib. oz. dr.. oz. = 


5 oſ19 6 13/113 14 7 1 112 4 
7 (6 15 419 4 5/6 2 28 o 
WO -ofz5 i232] 6 ens en s 24 
12 6] 4 2 12] 5 9 of 3 10 91 4 13 10 


Now, I apprehend, this circumſtance, which at fir{t 
view has ſo odd an appearance, can no otherwiſe 
be accounted for than by attributing it to the effec 
of the innovation introduced into the bread laws 
by the Stat. of 8. Ann. While the price of the 
buſhel of wheat remained the ſole ſtandard of 
the aſſize, both mealman and baker were obliged 
ſtrictly to obſerve the proportions eſtabliſhed, both 
as to price of flour and weight of bread. But na 
ſooner was this ſtandard rendered uncertain by 
diretting the magiſtrates to have regard in fixing 
the aſſize, to the price of flour as well as to that of 
corn, chan the mealman altered the fineneſs of his 
flour and enhanced its price, the change ſuited the 
palates of the conſumers, the loaf was gradually 
_ diminiſhed in weight though increaſed in fineneſs, 
till the magiſtrates were obliged to adopt an 
emaginary iuſtead of the real price of wheat, to 
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make it agree with the price which flour bore ic 
the market. So that the Stat. of Geo. 2. made no 
change in the price of bread in the metropolis, 
but only rendered the law conformable to the 
praflice there prevalent. The caſe was different 
in the remoter parts of the kingdom, where luxury 
prevailing leſs, and the people retaining their old 
taſtes and habits of life, the proportions of the 
Stat. of Q. Ann had been better obſerved; there 
the new att was not favorably received, and, though 
a ſchool-boy at the time, I well remember the 
publication of a ſmall tract, ſhewing how much 
the public were loſers by the new regulations, 
which tended not to lower, but did actually increaſe 
the price of bread to the conſumer. This inſtance 
ſhould. ſerve as a ſalutary caution of the dangers 
attending every innovation in laws reſpecting the 
general police of the nation. They are uſually 
produdiive of inconveniencics, not foreſeen, and 
difficult, when felt, to remove. „ When par- 
&« liament in 1709, for the firſt time, inſtead of 
„ reducing the practice to the law, made the law 
« to comform to the practice, they left the good 
« ſenſe, and forgot the juſtice of their anceſtors : 
« they repealed the old law and introduced con- 
« fuſion; which, with its train of perverſive 
„ milchiefs, remains triumphant to chis day, 
„ The millers no longer obſerve, in the ma- 
“ nufacturing of flour, the making ſuch ſorts as 
6 the ſorts of bread, directed by the law to be 
L. 
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& made for ſale, require; nor keep any pro- 
« portion of price between the ſorts of flour 
& which they do make, and the price of the grain 
« whereof it is made. The legiſlature, inſtead of 
& aſſiſting the magiſtrate, gave way and threw all 
« open to the diſcretion and at the mercy of the 
% mealman:—they emancipated one branch of 
& the manufacture of bread from under the regu— 
« ations of the aſſize, and yet aſſized the whole, 
& when manufaQured, at a fixt rate. The in. 
& juſtice ends not in the injury done the baker, 
& but becomes enormous, with added oppreſſion, 
e to the labouring claſles of the people, by leaving 
« the price of their ſuſtenance at the diſcretion 
& and mercy of the mealman*.” To this very 
intelligent writer I refer my readers, where they 
will find the ſubject fully diſcuſſed, and the ne- 
ceſſity of regulating forts, goodneſs, and prices of 
flour, by an aſſize fully proved. A bill for that 
purpoſe was brought into the Houſe of Commons 
in 1775, but the paſling it ſuſpended till the next 
ſeſſions, „“ in order to be conſidered by the mem- 
« bers in the country conſulting their conſtituents, 
« and in order that being circulated, it might be 
** ſubmitted to examination, objettions made to it 
« conſidered, and improvements or amendment 


* Theſe paſſages are taken from a Pamphlet printed 

in 1795, entitled, Confſederations on the Scarcity and high Prices 
of Bread Corn and Bread, in a ſerics of letters, ſuppoſed ta 
be written by Governor POWNALL, 
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received. But the price of corn falling the 
next year, the ſubjett was not reſumed in the en- 
ſuing ſeſſions of parliament. 


Two Adds have however paſled, one prior and 
one ſubſequent to this attempt of obtaining a 
general law: the end of both which was the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the aſſize table of Q. Ann, with- 
out derogating from that of Geo. 2. The ſtandard 
wheaten bread of 1g Geo. 3. C. 62. is no other than 
the wheaten bread in Queen Ann's table: and the 
houſhold bread in the latter the ſame as the bread 
permitted to be made by Stat. 36 Geo. 3. c. 22. 
So that the laws now in force admit of five different 
ſorts of bread to be made from wheat alone: a 
diverſity which ſeems unneceſſary : and it is hum- 
bly ſubmitted to the conſideration of the legiſ- 
lature, whether now that from an 'increaſed popu- 
lation and other concurrent cauſes, the average 
produce of the kingdom 1s no longer equal to its 
conſumption, it would not be expedient wholly 
to repeal the ſtetute of 31 Geo. 2. and to re-eſtabliſh 
the aflize of the former act of Queen Ann. Such 
a law, which ſeems neceſſary, not only as a lemporary 
but as a permanent regulation, would conſiderably 
reduce the conſumption, and eight buſhels of 
wheat would be made to produce the ſame weight of 
bread as nine do now, at leaſt in the meiropolis and 


great towns where wheaten bread is chiefly eaten. 
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The author of the coxns1DERATIONS ſays, that 
& the miller does not ſo divide the meal as to 
© make the flour proper for the Standard Wheaten 
« Bread, and that the bakers ſeem afraid that the 
people ſhould ever know what it is and how good 
&« 7475.” This may be the caſe in the metropolis, 
where there is a great and conſtant demand for the 
finer flours : but in the country, where the con- 
ſumption of theſe is ſmall, the greater part of the 
wheat is made into what is there called sEcoNn Ds, 
the price of which 1s always in the proportion 
which the ſtatute direfts for Standard Wheaten 
Bread; and the bread made from it is fold in 
quarter peck Joaves, either at the prices in the 
table of 13 Geo. 3. or in ſome places at a lower 
rate, This was the practice in a diſtrict where I 
long reſided, and it is but juſtice to the principal 
mealmen there to obſerve, that, during the ſcarcity 
of 1793, they were the protectors of the public, 
and exerted their utmoſt efforts to keep down the 
price of flour. The kingdom is now in ſimilar 
diſtreſs, and it would have given me pleaſure to have 
been able to make the ſame acknowledgement to 
thoſe who ſupply the part of the country where 
I now hve. | 


But to return to the more immediate conſide- 
ration of the profit of the mealmen. The inno- 
vations gradually introduced by the trade in the 
manufaftory of flour, have had one conſtant end 
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in vicw, the diverting the conſumption altogether 
to the finer ſorts, upon which their profit is the 
greateſt, The conſequence has been that the 
public is become accuſtomed to eat a finer fort 
of bread, for which they neceſſarily pay a higher 
price : more wheat is uſed; the increaſed demand 
raiſes the price of the grain, and till further en- 
hances that of bread. Now the only remedy to 
an evil fo frequently and fo ſevercly felt, is to 
tread back our ſteps, and to return to the plain 
ſimplicity of living of our anceſtors: to petition 
the legiſlature to oblige the mealman to make 
ſuch ſorts of flour, and to fell them at ſuch prices 
as may enable the baker to bake the ſeveral forts 
of bread permitted by the Stat. of Q. Ann, and 
to prohibit the making for ſale any other bread 
whatever. While we perſiſt in the ufe of fine 
bread, we ſhall, I apprehend, look in vain gor a 
reduction in price. 


A late worthy writer“ has indeed opened to us 
ample reſources in the reduction of the enormous 
profits made, as he ſays, by the mealman: the hopes 
he has excited will, I fear, prove fallacious. He 
argues thus. In the Stat, of 31 Geo. 2. the ſack of 
wheaten flour is eſtimated of equal value with 73 
buſhels of wheat. But a ſack of flour is made 
from 6 buſhels only: therefore the mealman has 


* Mr, Archdcacon HESs Lor. 
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on every ſack of flour a profit of one buſhel and 
a half, or 25 per cent. the courſe of his trade 


enables him to make 12 returns in the year, his 
gains therefore at the end of the twelvemonth will 
be 300 per cent. or in other words he will have 
quadrupled the capital he employed. Without fol- 
lowing the author through the intricate calculations 
from which he has drawn this concluſion, I ap- 
prehend an ordinary degree of attention to what 
paſſes round us, may convince us that no ſuch 
profits are made, The experiments on which hc 
reſts do not appear concluſive: and the method 
be uſes, in Chap. 2. J 4. of ſubſtituting one kind 
of flour for another, is liable to objection, becauſe 
prices arbitrarily fixed“ are no juſt criterion of 
real produce. I doubt the mealinan cannot make 
12 returns, and there are deductions of which 
Mr. HEs Lor ſcems not aware, which conſiderably 
reduce his profits. The kir{t erection of mills is 
very expenſive, the repairs of them ſrequent and 
heavy, and their rents proportionably high. The 
allowance to the retailer, and I apprehend the 
baker has the ſame diſcount, when flour is at 
455. per ſack, which may be deemed an average 
price, amounts to 5 per cent. So that the real 
profits of the trade muſt be very conſiderably 
under what Mr. Hesrtoe ſtates them at. It is 
obſervable that in the Bill brought into parliament 


I mean not by Mr, HesLoy, but the Mealmen, 
See the table of aſlize printed in the Conſiderations. 
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by Governor PowNALLin 1775, for the due making 
of flour, and to regulate the ſorts, goodneſs, and praces 
thereof, &c. the price of the ſtandard wheaten 
bore the ſame proportion to the price of wheat, 
as it does in Stat. 13 Geo. 3. and the prices of the 
two other forts from which wheaten and houſhold 
bread are made, were a trifle higher than in the 
proportions fixed by Stat. 31 Geo. 2. and therefore 
that honourable gentleman, who had paid great 
attention to the ſubje&, and as Chairman of the 
Committee had ample means of information, muſt 
either have thought the profits of the mealman, 
as fixed by thoſe ſtatutes, reaſonable, or deemed 
it hazardous and inexpedient to attempt their 
reduction. And yet when it is conſidered how 
long the preſent proportions have been eſtabliſhed, 
(for the deviation in Stat. 31 Geo. 2. may be re- 
garded as an alteration in fineneſs rather than in 
proportion) and that during a great part of the 
period the mealman, then the baker allo, was 
ſubject to a heavy and often arbitrary toll in 
kind“ upon grinding his corn; a burden from 
which the mealman is now exempt: and further, 
that more flour is now produced from a given 
quantity of wheat than could heretofore be done 
by the imperfe& machinery then in uſe; the 


* Suit at the lord's mill was one of the ſeudal ſervices, 
and very rigidly exacted. Sec in Annales de Dunſtable, an 
account of the Prior's breaking all the hand mills in town, 
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natural concluſion ſeems to be, that the mealman 
could now afford to ſell his flour at a lower rate. 
But the validity of. this concluſion ſhould be con- 
firmed by experiment before any alteration is 
attempted. The experiments hitherto made do 
not appear to me to be ſtrictly applicable to the 
queftion. What ſeems in the firſt place wanting, 
is to oblige the mealman to make ſuch forts of flour 
as are requiſite for the ſeveral ſorts of bread per- 
mitted by the ſtatutes; and in order to determine 
at what rates ſuch flours ſhould be fold, experiments 
ſhould be made on the manufattoring of wheat 
into thoſe flours, and not into others unſuitable for 
the purpoſe. But this is not to be expected from 
any private perſon, becauſe flours not now uſually 
made would with difficulty find a ſale. A ſeries 
of experiments might, however, be entered upon 
at the expenſe of Government, under the direction 
of the. Commithoners of the Victualing Office, 
or of the Board of Agriculture. 
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Let the flour produced by a load of wheat 
be lo divided into two equal parts, as to make two 
forts of bread only, and let the dimenſions of 
wire or cloth through which they pais be exattly 
fixed: it would be moſt beneficial to the public 
that theſe two ſorts were the wheaten or houſhold of 
old times: but if the taſte of the age be ſo vitiated 


* That is what is now called Nancard Wheaten, and 
the coarſe Bread of 36 Geo, 3. 
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that waſte muſt ſtill accompany want, then the 
experiment muſt be directed to the wheaten and 
houſhold bread of 31 Geo. 2. Theſe flours being 
carefully weighed and prized in the proportion 
eſtabliſhed by the tables, their aggregate value 
compared with the coſt of the load of wheat will 
 Thew the mealman's profits; and the legiſlature 
wilt from thence be enabled to judge whether their 
profits are greater than they ought to be. One 
objettion may be made to the criterion here pro- 
poſed: that it ſuppoſes the mealman will find a 
market for equal quantities of both kinds of flour, 
which may well be doubted. Let then the ex- 
periments be made on one kind of flour only, and 
the enquiry be confined to the prices at which it 
may be ſold: let the sFaxnDaRrD bread be made of 
that flour : and at the ſame time that the law ſhould 
permit two other ſorts of bread, one finer and one 
coarſer, to be made; the tables ſhould be fo con- 
ſtrutted as to give the greateſt profit both to mealman 
and baker on the Standard Bread. The contrary 
is the caſe with the preſent tables, ſo that both find 
their greateſt advantage in the finer ſorts, and 
neither the one will prepare flour, nor the other 
bake bread gf the coarfer, 
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CHAP, VIII. 
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Plan of an Aſſiae Table. 


HENEVER the bread laws come under 
the conſideration of parliament, it is to be 
hoped the reſult will be the reducing the ſeveral 
ſtatutes now in force into one Att, by the regu— 
lations of which the mealman and the baker may 
be equally bound. Such a law would neceſſarily 
comprehend new tables of aſſize, one for regu- 
lating the price of flour, the other the price and 
weight of bread. 


In fixing the prices of flour from thoſe of the 
grain from whence it is made, the rule before given 
in p. 19. ſhould be obſerved; and the prices ſhould 
always be multiples of 20d. as is done in the 
London tables. One table would ſuffice for all 
the various flours and meals from whence 
bread is permitted to be made: the firſt column 
ſhould contain the price of the quarter of corn, 
the following columns firſt the prices of flours 
made from wheat, and then of thoſe prepared from 
other grain. | 
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The allowance to the baker ſhould be on the 
ſack of flour, and not on the buſhel of grain: 
that he may always have the ſame for baking an 
equal weight of flour of whatever kind it be, 
becauſe his expenſes are the ſame on the coarſer 
as on the finer ſorts. But under the ſtatutes now 
in force the allowance being on the buſhe], varies 
with the proportion the ſack of flour bears to it. 
So that when this allowance is 15. 6d. per buſhel, 
whilſt he receives 1 1s. 3d. on every fack of flour 
uſed for wheaten bread, this allowance is reduced 
to 10s. per ſack in the ſtandard wheaten bread, and 
to 85. 54d. in houſhold bread. And in bread 
from other grain the diſproportion is ſtill greater. 
For 15. 6d. on the buſhel would be 228. on the 
ſack of flour made from oats, and only 85. 3d. on 
that made from beans. This ill-conveniency would 
be obviated by giving one fixt allowance on the 
ſack of flour of every kind, which ſhould always 
be a multiple of 20d. 


The ſecond table ſhould have, in the firſt column, 
the price of the ſack of flour and allowance for 
baking, and the ſucceeding columns hr! the 
prices of the priced loaves, and next the weights 
of the aſſized loaves, 


The prices are very eaſily calculated, that of the 
peck loaf being always = part of the ſum in the 
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firſt column. To determine the weights of the 
aſſized loaves the at muſt firſt fix the weight of 
bread to be made from the lack of flour; I refer to 
what has been ſaid in Chapter V. on the propriety of 
withdrawing the Urlcenth loaf granted to the baker 
in the preſent tables, and compenſating him by an 
increaſe in his allowance, The weight of bread 
to be made from the whole ſack of flour being 
lixt, the weights of the ſeveral aſſized loaves ſhould 
be calculated from it with accuracy and preciſion, 
A table thus conſtructed would ſerve for every 
denomination of bread. 


Explanation of the Uſe of the propofed Tables. 


To give an example of the uſe of theſe tables, 
I ſhall ſuppoſe them conſtrutted on the ſame pro- 
proportions as thoſe now in force, and the ſeyeral 
denominations of bread for which the aſſize is to 
be ſet the ſame as at preſent: the price of wheat 
returned to the magiſtrate to be 485. the quarter, 
and the baker's allowance to be fixt at 133. 4d. 
per lack, 


From the firſt table I ſhould find, that when the 
quarter of wheat is at 48s. the prices of the ſack of 
{flour are to be as follows: 


For Wheaten Bread 45s. to which add allowance 
for baking 135. 4d. in all 385. 4d. 
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For Standard Wheaten Bread 40s. making, with 
allowance, 535. 4d. 


For Houſhold Bread 33s. 4d. making, with 
allowance, 46s. 8d. 


Then in the ſecond table oppoſite to 585. 4d. 
would be found the prices and weights at which the 
Aſſize is to be ſet for Wheaten Bread: and oppoſite 
to 535. 4d. and 46s. 8d. the reſpective prices and 
weights for the Aſſize of Standard Wheaten and 
Houſhold Bread. 
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